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Conference
Background 

The International Conference “Dialogue on Migrants’ Integration 
– Challenges, Benefits and Good Practices”, taking place in 
Tbilisi, Georgia on 8 and 9 February 2018, is a joint initiative of the 
Secretariat of the State Commission on Migration Issues (SCMI) and 
the International Centre for Migration Policy Development (ICMPD), 
organised through the EU-funded ENIGMMA 2 (“Sustaining Migration 
Management in Georgia”) project implemented in Georgia by ICMPD. 

The increasing movement of people to and between neighbouring 
and/ or more distant countries and the migration-related challenges 
of the past decade have revealed the need for integration practices 
for migrants in destination countries. Since integration is a complex 
concept implying social cohesion, togetherness, mutual acceptance of 
certain norms, values and traditions, governance, and social access, 
to name but a few elements, it needs to be approached from different 
perspectives, with both the practical and theoretical frameworks being 
taken into account. In order to effectively develop a comprehensive 
system for migrants’ integration, international experience and 
exchange also plays a very important role.

The Conference aims to bring together local and international 
practitioners, policymakers, scholars and researchers to discuss 
best practices and lessons learned in regard to the integration of 
migrants within the Member States of the European Union (EU MS) 
(and in certain Eastern Partnership (EaP) countries) and the existing 
challenges, needs and opportunities brought by immigration and 
sustainable ways in which to deal with them, including possible policy 
recommendations. These topics will be discussed in a comparative 
manner, by analysing and assessing the practical samples and 
applying an academic viewpoint, and vice versa.    
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This two-day conference is envisaged as a great opportunity for 
Georgian policymakers, practitioners and international experts to 
come together so as to share their experiences, knowledge and 
research findings, and promote their understanding of the integration 
of migrants from the local, regional and broader inter-regional 
perspective. In the long term, the purpose and ultimate objective of 
the Conference is to further develop and foster critical exchange on 
migration and integration, as well as to support evidence-based policy 
making in this field by providing guidelines on successful integration 
measures. 

The Conference will be held in English (with simultaneous interpretation 
into Georgian) and takes place over the course of two days. 

On Day One, a keynote lecture will be given by Prof. Dr. Christian 
Joppke, University of Bern, titled The European Approach to Immigrant 
Integration. On Day Two, the keynote lecture General Integration 
Framework: Risks, Challenges and Good Practices will be given by 
Dr. Ben Gidley, University of London. Further, international experts 
will lead and moderate the following panels:

• Structural integration – access to the labour market, education, 
health care

• Social and cultural integration – a path to belonging
• Measuring integration – immigrant integration indicators versus 

public attitudes

The dialogue partners will include policymakers and practitioners from 
state agencies, policy development institutions, think-tanks, research 
institutions and NGOs from both EU member states and Georgia.

The Conference takes place at the National Archives of Georgia and 
the Radisson Blu Iveria Hotel in Tbilisi.
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Information on the State Commission
on Migration Issues of Georgia

The State Commission on Migration Issues (SCMI) was set up on 
13 October 2010 as a governmental consultative body to discuss 
and take decisions on various important issues related to migration 
management. The Commission comprising 12 governmental entities1 
is chaired by the Ministry of Justice.

During its lifespan, the Commission has become a sole platform 
for discussing and defining the state migration policy, an effective 
instrument for co-ordinating competences falling under different 
entities, and a key body in fulfilment and further implementation of 
migration-related reforms under the EU-Georgia Visa Liberalisation 
Action Plan. To this end, the SCMI is provided with analytical and 
administrative support by its Secretariat, hosted by the Public Service 
Development Agency under the Ministry of Justice. The main aims of 
the Secretariat are to provide the Commission with analytical support, 
as well as monitor and execute the tasks defined in the Migration 
Strategy and its Action Plan.

So as to further activate the Commission’s work in different directions, 
thematic working groups have been set up within the SCMI in order 
to work on Reintegration Issues, Migration Risk Analysis, Migration 
Strategy, Reduction of Statelessness, the Unified Migration Analytical 
System, Migration & Development, and Aliens Integration.

In 2013, international and non-governmental organisations working 
in the field were granted a consultative status within the Commission 

1   The Ministry of Justice; the Ministry of Internal Affairs; the Ministry of Education 
and Science; the Office of the State Minister on European and Euro-Atlantic 
Integration; the Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development; the Ministry of 
Internally Displaced Persons from the Occupied Territories, Accommodation and 
Refugees; the Ministry of Infrastructure and Regional Development; the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs; the National Statistics Office; the Ministry of Finance; the State 
Security Service; the Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Affairs.
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in order to provide additional expertise and develop a format 
for interactive cooperation. Thanks to this collaboration with the 
Secretariat, significant progress has been achieved in eradicating 
thematic overlaps and ensuring targeted use of existing resources. 

More information on the SCMI can be found at http://migration.
commission.ge/ and http://sda.gov.ge/.      
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Information on the
ENIGMMA 2 Project

The “Sustaining Migration Management in Georgia” (ENIGMMA 2) 
project is funded by the EU-Georgia Financing Agreement, signed in 
May 2017 within the European Neighbourhood Instrument (ENI) 2016 
Technical Cooperation Facility II Programme. The project broadly 
builds on the results of previous activities of the International Centre 
for Migration Policy Development (ICMPD) in Georgia, including the 
recently implemented EU-funded “Enhancing Georgia’s Migration 
Management” (ENIGMMA) project which supported the Government 
of Georgia in implementation of migration-related areas of the Visa 
Dialogue with the European Union. The ENIGMMA 2 project runs 
from September 2017 through November 2020. It will be implemented 
by ICMPD and the State Commission on Migration Issues of Georgia.  

The overall objective of ENIGMMA 2 is to contribute to the sustainable 
enhancement of mobility and people-to-people contacts between the 
EU and Georgia. The proposed action seeks to achieve this objective 
by addressing identified and potential migration-related risks related 
to visa liberalisation in Georgia and the EU MS, whilst at the same 
time maximising the visa liberalisation benefits in the areas covered 
by the project. The project will continue to provide support to the 
Government of Georgia in implementation, as well as in terms of 
monitoring and evaluating the impact of the Migration Strategy. 

As established by the project programme, ICMPD, in close cooperation 
with the SCMI and its Secretariat, will implement a set of activities 
designed to facilitate the efforts of the state institutions involved in 
migration management in Georgia, policy development, capacity 
building and monitoring, impact assessment mechanisms for regular 
policy review, etc. The project consists of the following components:

COMPONENT 1 offers support in development of Policy 
Recommendations. Therefore, it will mainly address implementation and 
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evaluation of the Migration Strategy by: analysing the impact of the visa 
liberalisation on mobility in Georgia; monitoring the migration coverage 
in the Georgian media; providing back-stopping support in analysis and 
evaluation of the impact of the Migration Strategy implementation on 
migration management in Georgia; and carrying out demand driven 
analytical and research activities for further policy development.

COMPONENT 2 focuses on Joint Response Measures derived from 
the policy recommendations under Component 1. In this way, the 
project team together with the Georgian counterparts will implement 
measures to avoid and/or minimise negative and foster positive impact 
of the visa liberalisation in Georgia by: providing further support to 
migration risks prevention; undertaking further targeted awareness 
raising on migration and mobility; carrying out activities aimed at 
improving the situation of Georgian migrants abroad; supporting 
organised and informed student mobility; and designing demand 
driven activities on improvement of collection and analysis of data on 
visa liberalisation implementation.

COMPONENT 3 provides targeted Capacity Building Actions 
directed towards fostering migration understanding, expertise and 
education; providing media education on migration; and deepening 
the understanding of both the EU migration acquis amongst the SCMI 
member institutions (as well as practical implementation of selected 
Migration Strategy areas) and Personal Data Protection requirements 
in the field of migration.

COMPONENT 4 fosters Exchange and Cooperation between Georgia 
and EU Experts by: raising institutional awareness in Georgia on 
the functioning of the EU institutions; implementing joint measures 
for further approximation of the Georgian legislation with the EU 
migration acquis by the EU MS and Georgian experts; establishing 
close contacts between the SCMI and the EU institutions in the area 
of migration and asylum; and carrying out targeted EU MS expert 
exchange visits to Georgia. 

You can find more information on the ENIGMMA project at www.
enigmma.ge and www.facebook.com/ICMPDinGeorgia. 
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Information
on ICMPD 

The International Centre for Migration Policy Development (ICMPD) 
was founded in 1993, upon the initiative of Austria and Switzerland. 
The organisation was created to serve as a support mechanism for 
informal consultations, and to provide expertise and efficient services 
in the newly emerging landscape of multilateral cooperation on 
migration and asylum issues.

ICMPD is an international organisation with 15 Member States 
(Austria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, the Czech 
Republic, Hungary, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, 
Poland, Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Sweden and 
Switzerland), more than 200 staff members, a mission in Brussels, 
and regional offices and representatives throughout Europe (including 
Georgia), North Africa, the Middle East and Latin America. ICMPD 
holds UN observer status.

ICMPD’s purpose is to promote innovative, comprehensive and 
sustainable migration policies and to function as a service exchange 
mechanism for governments and organisations. ICMPD strives 
for comprehensive, sustainable and future-oriented migration 
governance; and does so based on solid evidence and in partnership 
with all relevant stakeholders at national, regional and international 
levels.

ICMPD is a European organisation dealing with the global phenomenon 
of migration. Europe is more than a geographic location – it embraces 
principles and values that guide ICMPD’s work. European migration 
governance is built upon strong rule of law principles and the effective 
protection of human and fundamental rights with a longstanding 
humanitarian tradition. It stands for multilateralism and a partnership 
approach. 
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In September 2013, the Government of Georgia and ICMPD signed 
an agreement on cooperation which was ratified by the Georgian 
Parliament in November 2013. This agreement allows continued 
further strengthening and development of the cooperation between 
Georgia and ICMPD.

For more information on ICMPD please visit www.icmpd.org; and 
for ICMPD activities in Georgia: www.enigmma.ge and https://www.
facebook.com/ICMPDinGeorgia.    
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Conference
Agenda

Thursday, 8 February

National Archives of Georgia

16:00 – 16:30 

Official Opening

Gocha Lordkipanidze, Deputy Minister of Justice of 
Georgia
Ketevan Khutsishvili, Delegation of the European Union to 
Georgia
Martin Hofmann, Directorate Policy, Research and Strategy, 
ICMPD 

16:30 – 17:30
Keynote Lecture by Christian Joppke,
University of Bern 

The European Approach to Immigrant Integration

17:30 – 18:00 Q&A

18:00 – 20:00 Reception

Friday, 9 February

Radisson Blu Iveria Hotel

09:30 – 09:40

Opening and Welcome

George Jashi, SCMI Secretariat
Zurab Korganashvili, ICMPD Georgia
Ketevan Khutsishvili, Delegation of the European Union to 
Georgia

09:40 – 11:30

Keynote Lecture by Ben Gidley,
University of London

General Integration Framework: Risks, Challenges and Good 
Practices
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11:30 – 12:00 Coffee Break

12:00 – 13:30

Panel One: Structural integration – access to the labour 
market, education, health care

Chair and keynote by: Dirk Jacobs, Université Libre de 
Bruxelles

Panellists:

Ben Gidley, University of London
Martin Hofmann, Directorate Policy, Research and Strategy, 
ICMPD
Martin Kienl, Austrian Federal Ministry for Europe, 
Integration and Foreign Affairs
Ana Maisuradze, National Center for Educational Quality 
Enhancement, Ministry of Education and Science

13:30 – 14:30 Lunch 

14:30 – 16:00

Panel Two: Social and cultural integration – a path to 
belonging

Chair and keynote by: Christian Joppke, University of 
Bern 

Panellists:

Eka Odisharia, Public Service Development Agency
Alexander Grigalashvili, Ministry of Culture and Sport of 
Georgia
Nora Kienzer, Austrian Integration Fund
Bernhard Perchinig, Research Unit, ICMPD 

16:00 – 16:30 Coffee Break
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16:30 – 18:00 

Panel Three: Measuring integration – immigrant 
integration indicators versus public attitudes

Chair and keynote by: Bernhard Perchinig, ICMPD 

Panellists:

Rusudan Asatiani, Department of Migration, Repatriation 
and Refugee Issues, Ministry of Internally Displaced Persons 
from the Occupied Territories, Accommodation and Refugees 
of Georgia
Tatiana Ciumas, Bureau for Migration and Asylum, Ministry 
of Internal Affairs of Moldova
Jan Kepka, Ministry of Interior of the Czech Republic
Christiane Kuptsch, Labour Migration Branch, International 
Labour Organization

18:00 – 18:30 

Closing Remarks

George Jashi, SCMI Secretariat
Ketevan Khutsishvili, Delegation of the European Union to 
Georgia
Zurab Korganashvili, ICMPD Georgia

18:30 – 20:00 Reception and Networking 



16   |   Dialogue on Migrants’ Integration – Challenges, Benefits and Good Practices

Conference
Participants

Keynote Speakers

Christian Joppke 

Christian Joppke holds a chair in 
sociology at the University of Bern. He 
is also a recurrent Visiting Professor 
in the Nationalism Studies Program 
at the Central European University in 
Budapest, and an Honorary Professor 
in the Department of Political Science at 
Aarhus University. He is a Member of the 
Expert Council of German Foundations 
on Integration and Migration (SVR), 
which advises the German Government 

on migration and integration policy. After obtaining his PhD from the 
University of California at Berkeley in 1989, he taught at the University of 
Southern California, the European University Institute, the University of 
British Columbia, the International University Bremen, and the American 
University of Paris. He is the author of nine monographs, most recently 
Legal Integration of Islam (with John Torpey) (2013), The Secular State 
Under Siege (2015), and Is Multiculturalism Dead? (2017). He is a leading 
scholar on immigration, citizenship, religion, and multiculturalism, with a 
recent interest in contemporary populism and nationalism.

Keynote topic:

The European Approach to Immigrant Integration
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Ben Gidley

Dr. Ben Gidley is a Senior Lecturer 
in Sociology at the Department for 
Psychosocial Studies at Birkeck 
University of London, and was 
previously a senior researcher and 
associate professor at the Centre 
on Migration, Society and Policy 
(COMPAS), University of Oxford. His 
research is on migration, diaspora, 
diversity, integration and racism. His 
most recent book was Antisemitism and 

Islamophobia in Europe: A Shared History? with James Renton. 

Keynote topic:

General Integration Framework: Risks, Challenges and Good 
Practices
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Panel 1:
Structural integration – access to 
the labour market, education, health care

Chair and Keynote

Dirk Jacobs

Dirk Jacobs is full professor in sociology 
at Université libre de Bruxelles. Mr. 
Jacobs is director of the ULB research 
group GERME (Group for Research 
on Ethnic Relations, Migration and 
Equality). Jacobs has been awarded 
an ERC Starting Grant (consolidator) in 
2011 for the project “Equal opportunities 
for migrant youth in educational 
systems with high levels of social and 
ethnic segregation - assessing the 

impact of school team resources”. He teaches courses on research 
methodology, social and economic development and migration and 
integration policy.



International Conference Reader   |   19

Panelists

Ben Gidley

Dr. Ben Gidley is a Senior Lecturer 
in Sociology at the Department for 
Psychosocial Studies at Birkeck 
University of London, and was 
previously a senior researcher and 
associate professor at the Centre 
on Migration, Society and Policy 
(COMPAS), University of Oxford. His 
research is on migration, diaspora, 
diversity, integration and racism. His 
most recent book was Antisemitism and 

Islamophobia in Europe: A Shared History? with James Renton. 

Martin Hofmann

Martin Hofmann is a specialist on migration 
research and policy development with 
more than ten years of professional 
experience. As Programme Manager, 
Mr. Hofmann coordinates ICMPD’s 
policy development programme and 
the organisation’s programme on legal 
migration and integration. At ICMPD 
he has coordinated and worked on a 
broad number of EU and nationally 
funded projects in the area of migration, 

migration management and integration. His work has focused on 
comparative studies, with publications in the areas of immigration, 
irregular migration, human smuggling, integration, asylum, and 
migration policy development in the national and European context. 
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Mr. Hofmann worked as the main researcher for the ICMPD 
Secretariat of the Budapest Process, a consultative forum for more 
than 50 governments and ten international organisations which aims 
at developing comprehensive and sustainable migration management 
systems in the wider European context.

Martin Kienl 

Head of the Department of Integration 
Coordination at the Austrian Federal 
Ministry for Europe, Integration and 
Foreign Affairs, Mr. Kienl has been active 
in the field of integration since 2011. He 
is a Lecturer at the Friedrich-Alexander-
University Erlangen-Nuremberg, and 
the Danube University Krems, with his 
focus being on migrant integration as 
well as prevention and radicalisation. 
He is also an Advisor within the non-

profit foundation “Weitblick”, which engages with topics such as 
education and the integration of refugees. Mr. Kienl is a graduate of 
the Diplomatic Academy of Vienna and studied Political Science at 
the University of Vienna. 
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Ana Maisuradze

Employed by the National Center for 
Educational Quality Enhancement 
(Legal Entity of Public law) of the 
Ministry of Justice of Georgia since 
2009, Ms. Maisuradze is currently Head 
of the Unit for International Education. 
She graduated from Ivane Javakhishvili 
Tbilisi State University (TSU) with a 
BA in Law, and in 2011 received her 
MA from that institution. In 2008-2009 
she was awarded a German Academic 

Exchange Programme (DAAD) scholarship and completed an MA 
programme at the Ludwig Maximilian University of Munich. Ms. 
Maisuradze is currently a PhD candidate in Law at TSU.
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Panel 2:
Social and cultural integration –
a path to belonging

Chair and Keynote 

Christian Joppke

Christian Joppke holds a chair in 
sociology at the University of Bern.  He 
is also a recurrent Visiting Professor 
in the Nationalism Studies Program 
at Central European University in 
Budapest, and an Honorary Professor 
in the Department of Political Science at 
Aarhus University. He is a Member of the 
Expert Council of German Foundations 
on Integration and Migration (SVR), 
which advises the German Government 

on migration and integration policy. After obtaining his PhD from the 
University of California at Berkeley in 1989, he taught at the University 
of Southern California, the European University Institute, the University 
of British Columbia, the International University Bremen, and the 
American University of Paris. He is the author of nine monographs, 
most recently Legal Integration of Islam (with John Torpey) (2013), 
The Secular State Under Siege (2015), and Is Multiculturalism Dead? 
(2017). He is a leading scholar on immigration, citizenship, religion, 
and multiculturalism, with a recent interest in contemporary populism 
and nationalism.
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Panelists

Ekaterine Odisharia

Ministry of Justice of Georgia employee 
since 2004, from then until 2009 Ms. 
Odisharia’s work focused on citizenship 
and migration issues. Since 2009, 
she has worked for the Public Service 
Development Agency of the Ministry, 
leading the Citizenship and Migration 
Unit.  

Ms. Odisharia graduated from Ivane 
Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University in 
2002, earning a BA in Philosophy and 

Sociology. Between 2002 and 2005, she studied at the Institute of 
Legal and Psychological Studies, majoring in Law.      

Alexander Grigalashvili

Alexander Grigalashvili is a supervisor 
on projects implemented by the 
Department of Art and Education of 
the Ministry of Culture and Sport of 
Georgia since 2014. From 1997 to 
2001, Mr. Grigalashvili studied at Ivane 
Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University, 
graduating with a BA in Journalism and 
a BA in Sociology. In 2011, he graduated 
from the Georgian Technical University 
with a BA in Project Management. He 

has worked at various Georgian television and radio companies as 
both a Writer and a Programme Anchor. From 2015 to 2017, Mr. 
Grigalashvili participated in conferences and seminars focused on 
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issues related to religious and ethnic minorities, intercultural dialogue, 
and normalisation of relations between ethnic populations divided by 
conflict. Since 2013, he has been working on his PhD in this field.     

Nora Kienzer

Deputy Head of the Vienna Integration 
Centre of the Austrian Integration Fund 
(ÖIF), Austrian national Ms. Kienzer 
completed her Master’s degree in 
Translation Studies in German, English 
and Spanish at the Universities of Graz 
(Austria), Zaragoza (Spain) and Buenos 
Aires (Argentina). After working at a 
multinational company in Brussels for 
several years, in 2011 she joined the 
Department for Integration Coordination 

at the Austrian Federal Ministry of the Interior (now the Federal 
Ministry for Europe, Integration and Foreign Affairs) as a Policy Officer. 
The department had been created a few months prior to support 
Austria’s first State Secretary for Integration. There she specialised in 
diverse fields related to integration politics, with a focus on language 
and educational matters, pre-integration and post-arrival concepts, 
and the integration of people with international protection status. In 
late 2016, Ms. Kienzer joined the Austrian Integration Fund where 
after several years of working on strategies and theoretical aspects 
she started to focus on the more practical aspects of immigrant 
integration. She currently holds the position of Deputy Head at the 
largest ÖIF integration centre in Vienna. Her tasks are mainly related 
to the counselling of migrants and range from creating new formats, 
processes and strategies for training staff to quality management of 
the ÖIF’s nationwide integration counselling. Ms. Kienzer also holds a 
degree in Teaching German as a Foreign/Second Language.                          
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Bernhard Perchinig

Political Scientist with more than 20 
years of research experience in the field 
of migration and citizenship studies, 
Dr. Perchinig is a faculty member of 
the Department of Commercial Law 
and European Studies at the Danube 
University Krems, where he teaches 
minority and migration studies, and 
teaches migration and migration policy 
in the MA programme in Intercultural 
Studies at the University of Salzburg. He 

holds a PhD in Political Sciences from the University Vienna (1986).

Prior to joining ICMPD, he was Research Fellow at the University of 
Vienna (2008-2011) and the Austrian Academy of Sciences (2003-
2009), where he directed and contributed to several EU-funded 
research projects, inter alia on Integration Courses in Europe (INTEC), 
Naturalisation Policies in the European Union and the EU Member 
States (NATAC), Intercultural Policies in European Cities (CLIP) and 
integration and migration policies in Austria. From 2000 to 2003 he 
directed the programme on international migration, social integration 
and diversity management at the European Centre for Social Welfare 
Policy and Research in Vienna, which he joined after the completion 
of a major research project on migration policies in European 
cities (1998-2000), funded by the Austrian Ministry of Science and 
Research. Prior to this project, he was Head of Research at the Funds 
for Integration of the City of Vienna (1992-1998).

Further to his research and teaching activities, Bernhard Perchinig has 
provided consultation for several international organisations, national 
and state governments, and companies. Since 2006, he has chaired 
the Working Group on Cultural Diversity of the Austrian Commission 
of UNESCO. In 2008, he was awarded the Austrian Federal Medal 
(“Bundesehrenzeichen”) for Merits in the Intercultural Dialogue.
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Panel 3:
Measuring integration – immigrant integration 
indicators versus public attitudes

Chair and Keynote 

Bernhard Perchinig

Political Scientist with more than 20 
years of research experience in the field 
of migration and citizenship studies, 
Dr. Perchinig is a faculty member of 
the Department of Commercial Law 
and European Studies at the Danube 
University Krems, where he teaches 
minority and migration studies, and 
teaches migration and migration policy 
in the MA programme in Intercultural 
Studies at the University of Salzburg. He 

holds a PhD in Political Sciences from the University Vienna (1986).

Prior to joining ICMPD, he was Research Fellow at the University of 
Vienna (2008-2011) and the Austrian Academy of Sciences (2003-
2009), where he directed and contributed to several EU-funded 
research projects, inter alia on Integration Courses in Europe (INTEC), 
Naturalisation Policies in the European Union and the EU member 
states (NATAC), Intercultural Policies in European Cities (CLIP) and 
integration and migration policies in Austria. From 2000 to 2003 he 
directed the programme on international migration, social integration 
and diversity management at the European Centre for Social Welfare 
Policy and Research in Vienna, which he joined after the completion 
of a major research project on migration policies in European 
cities (1998-2000), funded by the Austrian Ministry of Science and 
Research. Prior to this project he was Head of Research at the Funds 
for Integration of the City of Vienna (1992-1998).
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Further to his research and teaching activities, Bernhard Perchinig has 
provided consultation for several international organisations, national 
and state governments, and companies. Since 2006, he has chaired 
the Working Group on Cultural Diversity of the Austrian Commission 
of UNESCO. In 2008, he was awarded the Austrian Federal Medal 
(“Bundesehrenzeichen”) for Merits in the Intercultural Dialogue.
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Panelists

Rusudan Asatiani

Head of the Migration and Repatriation 
Division at the Ministry of Internally 
Displaced Persons from the Occupied 
Territories, Accommodation and 
Refugees of Georgia, Ms. Asatiani has 
been working at the Ministry for several 
years. Her current work lies in the areas 
of repatriation of persons forcefully 
sent into exile from the Soviet Socialist 
Republic of Georgia by the former USSR 
in the 1940s, and reintegration of returned 

Georgian migrants and integration of persons granted international 
protection in Georgia. She graduated from Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi 
State University with a Master’s degree in Business Administration and 
is currently pursuing a Master’s in Eurasian and Caucasian Studies at 
the Faculty of Social and Political Sciences. Ms. Asatiani also holds a 
diploma in Migration Management from the United Nations University 
- Maastricht Economic and Social Research Institute on Innovation 
and Technology (UNU-MERIT) and the Maastricht Graduate School 
of Governance. She is the coauthor of Cooperation between State 
Institutions and Civil Society Organizations in the Area of Migration 
Management in Georgia.
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Tatiana Ciumas  

Head of the Integration Unit within 
the Bureau for Migration and Asylum 
under the Ministry of Internal Affairs of 
the Republic of Moldova, Ms. Ciumaș 
is responsible for the integration of 
foreigners legally residing in the country. 
She elaborated the Concept on the 
Creation of an Operational Functional 
System for Integration of Foreigners in 
the Republic of Moldova under the visa 
liberalisation dialogue, which has been 

transposed through a new improved legal framework, setting in place 
an inter-institutional mechanism for the cooperation and creation of 
integration centres for foreigners. Ms. Ciumaș has also acted as the 
legal correspondent for Moldova within the CARIM-EAST project of 
the European University Institute.

Jan Kepka

Senior Expert in the field of integration of immigrants at governmental 
level since 2004, Mr. Kepka studied Anthropology at Charles 
University in Prague. He works at the Ministry of the Interior of the 
Czech Republic, where his main responsibilities lie in policy making; 
the monitoring of integration centres; budgeting; subsidies for 
municipalities and NGOs; evaluation of projects; and lecturing and 
participation in international projects. He is the nominated contact 
person for the European Integration Network (European Commission 
working group) and has also worked as the Czech National Expert at 
European Asylum Support Office mission hotspots in Greece.
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Christiane Kuptsch

Senior Specialist in Migration Policy 
at the International Labour Office 
in Geneva, Ms. Kuptsch joined the 
International Labour Organization (ILO) 
in 1992. Since 2008, she has been with 
the ILO’s Labour Migration Branch, 
inter alia responsible for coordinating 
research activities; and is also a 
member of the ILO’s Future of Work 
Team, created in 2016. Ms. Kuptsch 
is a political scientist specialised in 

International Relations (Graduate Institute of International Studies, 
Geneva), with a background in Law (University of Hamburg). Her 
publications examine issues such as temporary migration; the 
protection of migrant workers; student migration; labour migration 
policy against the backdrop of economic crisis; migrants’ labour market 
integration; labour migration governance; migrant recruitment agents; 
the competition for highly skilled workers; questions of migration and 
development; and the internationalisation of labour markets.
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Notes



“Dialogue on Migrants’ Integration – Challenges, Benefits and Good Practices”: 
International Conference Reader

The International Conference “Dialogue on Migrants’ Integration – Challenges, Benefits 
and Good Practices” is a joint initiative of the Secretariat of the State Commission on 
Migration Issues of Georgia and the EU-funded ENIGMMA 2 (“Sustaining Migration 
Management in Georgia”) project implemented in Georgia by ICMPD. 

This reader provides brief information on the Conference’s organisers and panelists.


