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A quarterly newsletter published by the ENIGMMA project

Dear Reader!

The ICMPD ENIGMMA project team is
pleased to introduce a special edition
of its Migration Newsletter, dedicated
exclusively to our annual information campaign. In this issue
we will provide our readers with updated information on the
ENIGMMA Information Campaign, which took place in 2016 in
various regions of Georgia.
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to respond effectively to migration challenges

In addition, you can also read statements from the Mayor of
Batumi, Mr Giorgi Ermakovi, and the Minister of Education,
Culture and Sport of Adjara, Mr Giorgi Tavamaishvili, who talk
about the importance, both in the Adjara region and in Georgia
generally, of public awareness in the field of migration and
European integration.

Please send your feedback and comments, including
suggestions for improvements, to the e-mail addresses listed
at the end of this newsletter.

The ENIGMMA project team thanks you for your interest. We
hope you enjoy this issue.

Your ICMPD ENIGMMA project team
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The ENIGMMA Information Campaign in a Nutshell

The 2016 ENIGMMA Information Campaign took place in April-
May and focused on Georgia-EU relations, aiming to raise public
awareness on legal migration in line with the Visa Liberalisation
Action Plan (VLAP). The key message of the campaign was
‘Legal Migration is the Best Choice.” Various activities took
place all over Georgia as part of the campaign:

- Funded by the European Union

* The “Introduce Georgia to the EU” photo contest aimed
to raise awareness and promote information regarding
the future visa-free regime between Georgia and the EU,
and regarding Georgia-EU relations in general. The best
photos, portraying Georgian people, unique cultural items,
traditions, customs, cuisine, landmarks, values, etc.,
received awards, and the photos were exhibited during the
final event in Batumi.

« Training on migration was provided for staff of the local
government of Batumi municipality and the Adjara
region. The topics of the training included Georgian
migration legislation, specifics of the Georgia-EU visa-free
regime, recent changes introduced as a result of VLAP
implementation, Georgia-EU relations, and the general
migration situation and migration trends in Georgia.

« Training on migration was provided for representatives of
the Georgian Bar Association. The purpose of the event
was to raise awareness regarding EU-Georgia relations
and their implications, and to support the capacities of
Georgian lawyers working in the field of migration.

» A final, informational event for the general public took
place at Batumi’s Piazza Square on May 20. This open-air
event was held for the general public, students and young
adults, with musical performances, a photo exhibition, an
award ceremony, and presentations and games on the
topics of migration, mobility and EU-Georgia relations.
Other activities included various sport competitions, a
puppet theatre performance on the topic of the EU, etc.

You can read more about each activity below.

“Introduce Georgia to the EU” Photo Contest

Within the Information Campaign 2016 a photo contest was
announced wherein all residents of Georgia, as well as
Georgian diaspora members and migrants abroad, were invited
to submit their photos on the topic “Introduce Georgia to the
EU.” The photo contest aimed to raise awareness and provide
information regarding the future visa-free regime between
Georgia and the EU, and regarding Georgia-EU relations in
general. Following the implementation of the VLAP, and after
the necessary amendments have been made to EU legislative
acts, citizens of Georgia possessing a biometric passport will be
able to travel to Schengen Area countries for short stays. This
will allow many Georgian citizens to get to know the EU and
its citizens. But what does the EU know about Georgia? What
makes Georgia and its people different from other countries?
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The participants of the photo contest were invited to share their
vision of Georgia, to present the most remarkable features of
the country, and to introduce Georgia to the EU.

All kinds of creative photos were accepted for the competition,
portraying Georgian people, unique cultural features, traditions,
customs, cuisine, landmarks, values, etc.

The photos were screened and evaluated by a panel of judges
that included representatives of the Delegation of the European
Union to Georgia, the EU-NATO Parliamentary Committee,
the Secretariat of the State Commission on Migration Issues
(SCMI), the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the ENIGMMA
project team. In addition, open, online voting took place on
the ENIGMMA website. The judges evaluated the photos
according to their relevance, creativity, diversity, uniqueness
and technique. Twelve finalist photos were selected from
among them. The authors of the three best photos received an
EU-made tablet and other prizes. The winner of the online vote
was also recognized. All twelve photos were exhibited at the
final event in Batumi. Additionally, the twelve best photos will
be published in an ENIGMMA calendar for 2017.

The author of the prize-winning photo, Roman Tolordava,
described his photo in an interview with the ENIGMMA project:

“My photo shows the Lamaria Monastery complex, situated
in Ushguli, Zemo Svaneti (the highest continuously
inhabited settlement in Europe), depicted under the rays
of the setting sun. The construction of the complex is
connected with Georgia’s golden age when, for the first
time in the country’s history, a woman, Tamar the Great,
ruled the country, and when the goal of establishing a
constitutional monarchy first emerged. Symbolically,
by emphasizing history in the form of the restored and
functioning monastery, the photo depicts Georgia’s
aspiration to return to the European family and become
one of its full-pledged members.”

This was the second time Giorgi Dundua also another author of
the prize-winning photo had participated in the photo contest.
His photo took second place.

“l found out about the ENIGMMA project in 2014 when |
first became interested in the European Union, its goals
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and objectives. The project contributed significantly to
my interest. The photo | exhibited this year was shot in
winter 2015 in the city of Poti. It illustrates the importance
of this transportation hub for the process of development
and progress, typical for a country such as Georgia.
The photo depicts cultural heritage effectively blended
with modernity. It is this synergy which leads many to
appreciate and admire Georgia. The photo shows a ship,
reminding the viewer of the city of Poti and of historic
Phasis and the myth of the Argonauts and Medea. This is
historic modernization, as the ship currently functions in
a touristic-recreational capacity; it demonstrates the city’s
face and sends a good message to Europe. Georgia, with
its history, modernity and specific importance, should
keep pace with advanced countries and establish good
relations with them in its development process in order to
facilitate peace building through the mobilization of force.”

Giorgi is looking forward to the next information campaign in
order to try his luck once more and obtain more information
about the European Union.

‘I wanted to contribute to bringing Georgia closer to the
European Union and describe the achievements for which
Georgia deserves to be a member of this organization. |
would like to mention that it was good to participate in
such a competitive process, as demonstrated by the high
number of photos submitted. Such healthy competition
should serve as the basis for bringing Georgia and
European Union closer to one another. Both parties should
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be ready and eager to make use of their strengths. | would
like to express my gratitude to the ENIGMMA project team
for such an interesting and well-designed photo contest.”

Most of the online votes went to a photo taken by Khatuna
Buskivadze. Khatuna actively follows the ENIGMMA project
Facebook page and heard about the photo contest through
social media. She also participated in the summer school
on migration issues organized by the project in 2015. She
perceives the European Union to be “a source of innovation
and benefits. EU integration will be a huge success and
step forward for Georgia”. Khatuna plans to participate in
initiatives organized by the project in the future.

Readers can view all the photos submitted for the photo contest,
including prize winners, at our website www.enigmma.ge

Training on Migration Issues for Local Government
in Adjara

On May 5, 2016, at the Batumi Public Service Hall, training on
migration issues was held by ICMPD within the framework of
the EU-funded ENIGMMA project and in close cooperation with
the SCMI. The training was geared towards representatives
of local self-government from Batumi municipality and the
Adjara region, civil society organisations and academia. The
training covered issues related to the EU-Georgia Association
Agreement, the visa-free regime and citizens’ mobility, the Visa
Liberalisation Action Plan (VLAP) implementation process,
migration-related legislation, and the general migration situation
and migration trends in Georgia.

The aim of the training was to provide first-hand information
on migration issues to the audience, which included local
authorities as well as civil society organisations, local public
institutions and members of academia. In line with Georgia’s
EU aspirations and the prospect of visa-free travel within the
EU, it is important that Georgian society, government, local
institutions and citizens have a deep understanding of migration
regulations and ways of legal travel to the EU. Speakers from
various state institutions gave presentations on migration-
related issues within their fields of expertise and facilitated
discussion with the audience.

The training was organised in close cooperation with the
SCMI, the Public Service Development Agency, the Ministry
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of Internally Displaced Persons from Occupied Territories,
Accommodation and Refugees of Georgia, the Ministry of
Internal Affairs, the Office of the State Minister on European
and Euro-Atlantic Integration, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and the Batumi Public Service Hall.

The training on migration issues was organised within the
framework of the 2016 ENIGMMA Information Campaign.

Training for the Georgian Bar Association in Batumi

On May 18, as part of the information campaign, training was
held by the ICMPD ENIGMMA project in close cooperation with
the Secretariat of the SCMI and the Georgian Bar Association.
The training was for Georgian lawyers and was designed to
raise awareness on EU-Georgia relations and their implications
and to support the capacities of Georgian lawyers working in
the field of migration.

Public Event

On May 20, an informal, public awareness event took place
as the closing event of the information campaign. This open-
air event was geared towards the general public, students and
young adults, with musical performances, an exhibition of the
award-winning photos from the 2016 ENIGMMA photo contest,
an award ceremony, and presentations and competitions on the
topics of migration, mobility and EU-Georgia relations. Other
activities included various sport competitions, a puppet theatre
performance about the EU, etc.
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The event was opened by local government representatives.
Within the framework of this final event, group discussions and
creative workshops were organised on topics relating to the
EU and migration. Representatives of Georgian parliamentary
committees, ministries, and NGOs and/or international experts
were invited to facilitate discussions and workshop activities.

Informational materials and flyers on the EU-Georgia visa-
free regime, the Schengen calculation app, 10 myths about
the Association Agreement and other useful resources were
distributed during the event.

Interviews with Mr Giorgi Ermakovi and Mr Giorgi
Tavamaishvili

The Mayor of Batumi, Mr.
Giorgi Ermakov, spoke about
the necessity and the benefit of
the 2016 ENIGMMA Information
Campaign and other similar
awareness activities: “Our
country, our populace has
clearly expressed the will
and aspiration to integrate
with  Europe. We will
definitely become a member
of the European family, and
everybody needs torecognize
the numerous benefits this
path will bring. At the same
time, a certain part of the population might not correctly
understand the requirements that our country will have to
meet in the future in order to become a full-fledged member
of the European Union. Therefore, as we conduct such
activities it necessary to provide the public with adequate
information and, when necessary, explain a specific process
or relevant condition. It is of utmost importance that these
initiatives are informative, sensitive and youth-oriented.
Most people talk about Visa Liberalization, however, this
is not the only benefit of European integration. There are
a number of areas that will also be positively influenced
by integration with the European Union, be it education,
economy, ecology or others”.

Mr. Giorgi Tavamaishvili,
Minister of Education,
Culture and Sport of the
Autonomous Republic of
Adjara, also welcomes the
information  campaign  on
migration organized in the
Adjara region, especially now
that migration has recently
become such a hot topic.
Providing information to the
public regarding migration and
issues of European integration
is extremely important for
Georgia, which aimsto establish
a visa-free regime with the European Union and become one of
itsmembersinthefuture. “The format ofthe eventis extremely

- Funded by the European Union

interesting, since it provides necessary information to the
youth in simple and youth-friendly language, as they will
be the ones forming public opinion in future. This means
that the organizers thought in advance about the necessity
of covering the topic on the regional level.”

Contact

Ms Violeta Wagner, ICMPD Project Manager,
violeta.wagner@icmpd.org

Mr Zurab Korganashvili, ICMPD National
Manager, zurab.korganashvili@icmpd.org

Project
www.enigmma.ge

www.icmpd.org

6 Marjanishvili str., 1st floor, 0102, Tbilisi, Georgia.
Please send your feedback and comments to Natia

Mechitishvili at  natia.mechitishvili@icmpd.org  or
enigmma@icmpd.org.
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