A quarterly newsletter published by the ENIGMMA project

Dear Reader!

The ICMPD ENIGMMA project team is

— N 1G M MA pleased to introduce its eighth Migration
prepmeermeyemsmen e Newsletter. Our Migration Newsletter
series aims to provide our readers with updated information on
migration management in Georgia and recent developments in
EU-Georgia cooperation in the migration field. The newsletter
also gives a general overview of the implemented and planned
activities of ENIGMMA and other ICMPD projects in the region.

In this issue, you will receive information about the results
and outcomes of Georgia’s cooperation with the EU in terms
of visa liberalisation, the newly published Georgian Migration
Strategy for the years 2016-2020, and other related news in
the field of migration. We will also provide you with information
about the forthcoming 2016 ENIGMMA summer school and
information campaign. We will also introduce you to the new
ICMPD MOBILAZE project to be implemented in Azerbaijan. In
addition to this, you can also read an interview with the director
of the Migration Department of the Ministry of Internal Affairs
of Georgia, Mr Zaza Pantsulaia, who talks about the newly
established Migration Department and overviews the general
situation in Georgia in terms of irregular immigration

Please send us your feedback and comments, including
suggestions for improvements, to the e-mail addresses listed
at the end of this newsletter.

The ENIGMMA project team thanks you for your interest. We
hope you will enjoy this issue.

Your ICMPD ENIGMMA project team

In this Issue
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* Interview with the Director of the Migration Department
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Interview with the Director of the Migration
Department of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of
Georgia, Mr Zaza Pantsulaia

ENIGMMA: The Migration Department (MD) is a newly
established structural unit within the Ministry of Internal
Affairs of Georgia which implements specific provisions of
the ‘Law of Georgia on Legal Status of Aliens and Stateless
Persons’related to the fight against and prevention of irregular
migration in Georgia. What is the current situation in this field?

Mr Zaza Pantsulaia: As you are already aware, migration
management has become one of the key priority issues for
Europe and the entire world, and Georgia is no exception in
this regard. In recent years, our country has taken important
steps and significant progress has been achieved at both the
legislative and institutional levels. Namely, the adoption of
the ‘Law of Georgia on Legal Status of Aliens and Stateless
Persons’ and establishment of effective mechanisms has
positively reflected on the country’s migration management
system. In order to ensure effective implementation of the
provisions of the abovementioned law, a number of sub-laws
and regulations has been elaborated and adopted:

continues on page 3

EU-Georgia Relations

European Commission Proposes to Lift Visa Obligations
for Citizens of Georgia

The European Commission proposed to the Council of the
European Union and the European Parliament on 9 March
2016 to lift visa obligations for citizens of Georgia by transferring
Georgia to the list of countries whose citizens can travel without
a visa to the Schengen area. The proposal comes after the
Commission gave a positive assessment in December 2015,
confirming that Georgia successfully met all benchmarks under
the Visa Liberalisation Action Plan.
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The Commissioner for Migration, Home Affairs and Citizenship,
Dimitris Avramopoulos, said: “Today we follow up on our
commitment to propose visa-free travel for Georgian citizens to
the EU. Visa-free travel will further facilitate people-to-people
contacts and strengthen business, social and cultural ties
between the European Union and Georgia — it is an important
achievement for the citizens of Georgia. Today’s proposal
recognises the efforts of the Georgian authorities to carry out
far-reaching and difficult reforms with a significant impact on the
rule of law and the justice system. | am very satisfied with the
progress achieved, and | hope that the European Parliament
and the Council will adopt our proposal very soon.”

Once the proposal has been adopted by the European
Parliament and the Council, Georgian citizens with biometric
passports will no longer require visas when travelling for up to
90 days to the Schengen area. The visa-free travel will apply to
all EU Member States except for Ireland and the UK, as well as
the four Schengen associated countries (Iceland, Liechtenstein,
Norway and Switzerland). The exemption concerns only short-
stay visas valid for up to 90 days of travel in any 180-day period
for business, tourist or family purposes. The visa exemption
does not provide for the right to work in the EU.

Source: http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release IP-16-702_
en.htm

The President of the European Council Meets the Georgian
Prime Minister

European Council
Conseil européen
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Copyright: No commercial use. Credit ,The Council of the European Union

The President of the European Council, Donald Tusk, met on 9
February 2016 in Brussels with the Prime Minister of Georgia,
Giorgi Kvirikashuvili.

“The European Union and Georgia are true partners. As the
Association Agreement enters fully into force, we will be able
to cooperate even more comprehensively in implementing
Georgia’s political association and economic integration with the
EU”, stated President Tusk. Mr Tusk’s full press statement can
be accessed at the website of the European Council: http://www.
consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2016/02/09-
tusk-press-statement-prime-minister-georgia-kvirikashvili/

Source: www.enpi-info.eu
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European Commissioner for Migration, Home Affairs and
Citizenship Discusses Georgian Migration Policy

During his visit in Brussels, Prime Minister of Georgia Giorgi
Kvirikashvili and European Commissioner for Migration, Home
Affairs and Citizenship Dimitris Avramopoulos discussed
successful implementation of the Visa Liberalisation Action Plan
by Georgia and steps taken in the direction of modernisation of
the migration policy. Mr Kvirikashvili noted that Georgia has
already introduced a modern policy of migration management
and system reforms and that a modern view of emigration and
immigration has already been implemented within the frame of
the Visa Liberalisation Action Plan.

The meeting at the European Commission was attended by
Foreign Minister Mikheil Janelidze and State Minister of Georgia
on European and Euro-Atlantic Integration David Bakradze.

Source: http://belgium.mfa.gov.ge/index.php?lang__
id=ENG&sec_id=223&info_id=35088

European Commission Evaluates Georgian Reforms
Positively

On 20 January 2016, at the first plenary session of the
European Parliament in 2016, Johannes Hahn, Commissioner
for Neighbourhood Policy and Enlargement Negotiations, gave
a speech on association agreements between EU and EaP
countries on behalf of the High Representative of the European
Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy and Vice-President
of the European Commission, Ms Federica Mogherini.

“As regards Georgia, impressive efforts have been made to
implement the Association Agreement ...and we will press
ahead now with legislation to achieve full visa liberalisation as
soon as possible.”

Mr Hahn’s full speech is available here: http://europa.eu/rapid/
press-release SPEECH-16-121_en.htm

News on Migration Regulation in Georgia
New Visa Regulations with Iran

In February 2016 the Georgian Government announced its
decision to introduce a visa-free regime for citizens of Iran.
Iranian citizens will be allowed to stay in Georgia visa-free for
up to 45 days. Both countries hope that the visa-free regime
will have a positive influence on the economic situation of their
countries; in particular that it willincrease trade flow and tourism.

Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Georgia
Migration Strategy of Georgia 2016-2020

On 11 December 2015 the Government of Georgia adopted
the Migration Strategy for 2016-2020. The strategy outlines the
main directions in the migration field and reflects the vision and
specific objectives of the State in terms of effective management
of migration as well as harnessing migration potential for the
country’s development.

The English version of the strategy can be found on the website
of the State Commission on Migration Issues: http://migration.
commission.ge/files/migration_strategy 2016-2020.pdf
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Main ICMPD Activities in Georgia and the Region
ICMPD Launches a New Project in Azerbaijan

ICMPD is implementing the project “Support to the Implementation
ofthe Mobility Partnership with Azerbaijan” (MOBILAZE), funded
by the European Union. The Mobility Partnership agreement
between Azerbaijan and the EU was signed in 2013, therefore
the overall objective of the MOBILAZE project is to support the
implementation of this Mobility Partnership, with a specific focus
on strengthening the capacity of the Azerbaijani government to
develop and implement their national migration policy.

Source: www.icmpd.org

Interview with the Director of the Migration
Department of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of
Georgia, Mr Zaza Pantsulaia

continuation from page 1

Decree #525 of the Government of Georgia on Approval of the
Procedure for Removing Aliens from Georgia was signed and
entered into force on 1 September 2014.

Order #631 of the Minister of Internal Affairs of Georgia on
Approval of the Procedure for Detaining and Accommodating
Aliens in the Temporary Accommodation Centres was signed
and entered into force on 1 September 2014. The order clearly
defines cases when the alien can be detained and/or transferred
to the Temporary Accommodation Centre (TAC), rules for
detention, procedural rights of the alien, accommodation at
the TAC, including personal inspection, medical inspection and
rights, and guarantees to the alien.

Our Department attaches great importance to inter-agency
cooperation in this regard. We actively cooperate with the
Ministry of Justice and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Georgia.
Besides the existing cooperation, the Migration Department is
still keeping up its efforts to enhance cooperation with other
relevant agencies to improve the effectiveness of its activities. In
order to further effective inter-agency cooperation, the Ministry of
Internal Affairs signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
with the Ministry of Corrections and the Ministry of IDPs from the
Occupied Territories, Accommodation and Refugees of Georgia.
Memorandums with the Ministry of Education and Science and
the Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Affairs will be signed in
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the near future. Attaching priority to voluntary return programmes
over the implementation of forced return, the Ministry of Internal
Affairs signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the
International Organization for Migration (IOM), which actively
cooperates with the Migration Department in the process of
voluntary return. From July 2015 the Migration Department
started effective implementation of expulsion procedures. As of
February 2016, 77 expulsion decisions have been issued.

ENIGMMA: The Migration Department coordinates the
activities in the field of combating irregular migration
and conducts the removal procedures, while the Patrol
Police performs inland detection of irregular migrants; in
addition, the Criminal Police is responsible for the fight
against irregular migration. How is cooperation between
the relevant agencies coordinated? What means are used
to make it operational?

Mr Zaza Pantsulaia: In order to ensure implementation of
effective procedures for the detection and further response to
aliens illegally staying in Georgia, the Ministry of Internal Affairs
(MIA) elaborated Standard Operative Procedures (SOPs) for
Structural Units and territorial divisions of the MIA. The SOPs
envisage the procedures necessary to identify an alien as well as
to define their legal grounds for stay in the country, the detention
procedure of the alien, the right of the alien during detention
and the procedure followed by the Migration Department in
order to respond to the authorised departments of the MIA.
The Ministry of Internal Affairs competences to fight irregular
migration are shared between four relevant agencies, namely:
the Border Police, the Patrol Police, the Criminal Police and the
Migration Department. In order to ensure effective coordination
in line with Order #730 of 22 September 2014 of the Minister
of Internal Affairs of Georgia, the Coordination Group for the
Fight against Irregular Migration was established. The group
is composed of representatives from different departments
of the MIA. The objective of this group is to develop a unified
policy for migration-related issues and improve the migration
management process. Working group meetings are held on a
regular basis and the group is coordinated by the Migration
Department and headed by the Deputy Minister of the Ministry
of Internal Affairs of Georgia.

ENIGMMA: The Migration Department also serves a
Temporary Accommodation Centre (TAC) for aliens staying
in Georgia without legal grounds before their removal. Can
you briefly explain for our readers how sufficient the TAC
is and the overall capacity of its reception system?

Mr Zaza Pantsulaia: The TAC has been functioning since 1
September 2014. The Centre is used for the accommodation
of foreigners staying in Georgia without the relevant legal
grounds. The construction of the Centre was financed by the
Government of Georgia. It was constructed with the support and
active cooperation of international partners and donors and is
built and equipped in compliance with international standards.
Detainees are provided with medical and psychological support.
Persons with disabilities are placed in respectively adapted
rooms. The Centre also provides protection of children’s
best interests, including the right to education and necessary
conditions for free-time activities. The TAC includes a library,
a computer room and a playground for the detained migrants.
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The Centre is designed for 92 persons. It has two separate
blocks for males and females and another separate block for
families.

ENIGMMA: The Migration Department is one of the very
few European law enforcement institutions which has
volunteered to act as an internal monitoring and control
body for the human rights situation of detained irregular
migrants. What are the measures foreseen in order to
ensure that the human rights of migrants accommodated
in the TAC are fully respected and to prevent potential
violations of human rights?

Mr Zaza Pantsulaia: The Foreigners’ Rights Protection and
Monitoring Unit of the Migration Department of the Ministry of
Internal Affairs of Georgia serves as the internal monitoring
mechanism within the Migration Department. International
practice reveals the fact that the protection of the human rights
of detained foreigners is mainly implemented by the external
monitoring mechanism. The function of the unit is to prevent
improper treatment towards the detained foreigners, as well
as to monitor the protection of the human rights of foreigners
and ensure the realisation of their rights. For this purpose
employees of the Foreigners’ Rights Protection and Monitoring
Unit, without violating the principle of privacy, are authorised
periodically or upon the request of accommodated persons to
conduct interviewing, receive their applications and complaints
and draft the appropriate protocols; the unit controls the timely
implementation of aliens’ legal requirements. Employees of the
Foreigners’ Rights Protection and Monitoring Unitare introduced
to all the documents drafted in connection with the aliens’
detention, placement in the temporary accommodation centre,
and other procedures. According to the monitoring results, the
unit presents specific recommendations to the Director of the
MD. The unit also actively cooperates with non-governmental
and international human rights organisations.

Protection of the human rights of individuals placed in the
Migration Department accommodation centre is one of the
priority issues. The International Centre for Migration Policy
Development (ICMPD) supports capacity building for the
Foreigners’ Rights Protection and Monitoring Unit. In this
regard a number of experts were invited by ICMPD in order to
establish the operational system for monitoring the protection
of human rights. Respected experts have conducted trainings
on the following issues: basic principles of monitoring the
rights of illegal migrants; internationally recognised duties and
standards of the human rights during detention; accommodation
in the centre; and expulsion/returning. With the support of the
abovementioned organisation, the SOPs of the Foreigners’
Rights Protection and Monitoring Unit of the Migration
Department are being processed.

ENIGMMA Project Activities in Focus

ENIGMMA Study Visit to Vilnius on Diaspora Engagement

The ENIGMMA study visit to Vilnius, Lithuania on
diaspora engagement took place in March 2016.
The Georgian delegates from the State Commission on
Migration Issues (SCMI) Secretariat, the State Minister’s Office
for Diaspora Issues, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry
of Sports and Youth Affairs and the Ministry of Education and
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Science had the opportunity to meet with Lithuanian officials
from various ministries, NGOs and research institutions
working on diaspora engagement projects i.a. within the Global
Lithuania Programme.
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The main topics discussed during the study visit dealt with
diaspora engagement, investment, providing employment and
mentorship opportunities to young diaspora graduates and
creating evidence-based diaspora policies. The study visit was
received positively by all participants. The ENIGMMA project
would like to thank all the Lithuanian institutions involved for
the fruitful meetings

Project Steering Committee Meeting

On 26 February 2016, the Sixth Project Steering Committee
Meeting was held at the Public Service Hall, Tbilisi (Georgia).
The meeting was jointly organised by ICMPD and the
Secretariat of the State Commission on Migration Issues. The
meeting gathered representatives from the European Union
Delegation to Georgia, ICMPD, IOM, the State Commission on
Migration Issues, state institutions and local NGOs involved in
migration-related activities in Georgia, as well as experts and
representatives from embassies of EU Member States.

Reports on activities carried out by ICMPD and IOM from
November 2015 to February 2016 were presented and
discussed during the meeting. The representatives from the
Georgian state institutions overviewed completed and planned
activities that are being supported by the ENIGMMA project
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in the following areas: personal data protection, diaspora
policy, human rights, visa policy, research and cooperation with
academia and awareness raising.

Training on Schengen Visa Regulations

On 25 February 2016, the ENIGMMA project conducted a
training on Schengen visa regulations. The invited expert
from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Austria gave a detailed
presentation on Schengen visa regulations, the legislative
framework of the common EU visa policy, EU Member States’
practices, visa application procedures and the Schengen visa
calculator. In addition, questions on visa-free movement were
raised by the participants.

Representatives from the Public Service Development Agency,
the Public Service Hall, the Community Centres, the NATO and
EU Information Centre and several other stakeholders working
on migration issues participated in the training, which was
conducted within the framework of the information campaign
programme andaimed atspreadingaccurate and comprehensive
information to state institutions on the Schengen visa regulations.
The training was received positively by all participants.

Training on PDP for Representatives from the MIA

Improvement of the personal data protection in the migration
area is one of the key components of the ICMPD/ENIGMMA
project. In this regard, the project announced support to the
Ministry of Internal Affairs (MIA) in its request to increase the
capacities of relevant departments in terms of data protection
regulation. A cycle of trainings was agreed between the Office
of the Personal Data Protection Inspector (PDPI) and the MIA
to discuss the specific provisions of the ‘Law of Georgia on
Personal Data Protection’ and its practical implementation.

The cycle of trainings contained five trainings in total, spanning
from July 2015 to February 2016. As a result of four trainings
conducted in Thilisi and Kutaisi, where representatives from
MIA territorial units from all over Georgia actively participated,
focal persons were identified to be responsible for managing
data protection issues in their respective departments. The final
Training of Trainers was organised on 17-18 February 2016 with
the participation of the Ministry’s PDP focal persons. The training
was conducted by representatives from the Personal Data
Protection Inspector’s Office and covered the following topics: the
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importance of PDP, scope of application of legislation and specific
exceptions, principles and basis of data processing, processing
of special category data, rights of data subjects, data processing
during investigation etc. The training was highly interactive,
discussing different cases based on real-life examples from the
experience of the PDPI Office and the participants involved.

Study Visit to the Netherlands

From 2-4 February 2016 the ENIGMMA project conducted a
study visit to the Netherlands for officials from the Migration
Department of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia to
introduce and share Dutch return policy and practice focusing
on protection of human rights of migrants (including pre-
removal detention). The study visit was supported by the Dutch
Repatriation and Departure Service (R&DS) of the Ministry of
Security and Justice.

The specific topics covered during the meetings included
the Dutch return procedure, with special attention being paid
to certain aspects following the EU Return Directive (such
as voluntary departure, due account of vulnerable groups,
effective remedies, legal assistance, detention as a last resort
and the forced return monitoring system), cooperation and
communication with third-country authorities, acquisition of
travel documents, identification during the asylum procedure
(language test, age and citizenship determination), etc. Best
practices of the Dutch policy and lessons learned regarding
voluntary vs. forced return were shared with the Georgian
colleagues by the representatives of the R&DS.

The study visit also included a visit to the foreigners’ detention
facility in Zeist and an administrative detention centre for
adults, among other types of accommodation facilities in
the Netherlands. During the meeting, information on the
implementation of foreigners’forced return/removal process and
protection of migrants’ rights in the detention/accommodation
facilities was exchanged.

Planned Activities

Academia

In April, the ENIGMMA Spring Migration Studies Week on
human rights is planned to take place at the Tbilisi State
University. The three-day event will feature lectures and
seminars by prominent EU human rights experts on the links
between human rights law and migration, particularly forced
migration, forced displacement (concepts, causes, patterns and
consequences), international refugee law and the international
protection framework in Georgia.

Summer School

ICMPD is organising its annual ‘“International Summer
School on Migration Research” for 26 June to 2 July 2016 in
Azerbaijan. The summer school is being implemented by the
ENIGMMA project in cooperation with the State Commission
on Migration Issues of Georgia (SCMI) and the MOBILAZE
project implemented by ICMPD (in cooperation with Azerbaijani
state institutions involved in migration management) and will
be delivered by prominent migration researchers and lecturers
from the EU, Georgia and Azerbaijan.
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The EU-funded ENIGMMA and
MOBILAZE projects invite YOU to

International Summer School
on Mig_ra,tion Research

in Azerbaijan
26 June — 2 July 2016

Deadline for Applications: 4 April 2016

For more information visit our website: www.enigmma.ge
Please send your applications to summer-school@icmpd.org
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In total, up to 50 students from Georgia and Azerbaijan pursuing
course in the disciplines of media, international law/migration
law, economy, demography and social and political sciences,
as well as Georgian and Azerbaijani diaspora members, will
take part in the summer school. The one-week summer school
will provide research-oriented, multidisciplinary and innovative
academic lectures, seminars and projects on issues related
to the migration situations and migration policies in Georgia,
Azerbaijan and the EU. Teaching will be accompanied by

research work, projects and discussions. The summer school
will be held in English.

Information Campaign 2016

The ENIGMMA project foresees the implementation of
information campaigns which should be related to all aspects
of migration and EU-Georgia relations, in particular EU-
Georgia cooperation in the migration management field. The
information campaign applies different awareness raising tools
such as information corners, photo competitions, music and
dance performances, public lectures and trainings on migration
issues, photo exhibitions, and migration quizzes and games.

The ENIGMMA information campaign for 2016 focuses on
Georgia-EU relations, aiming at raising public awareness on
legal migration in line with the Visa Liberalisation Action Plan
(VLAP) and in coordination with the Secretariat of the State
Commission on Migration Issues (SCMI).

- Funded by the European Union
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The key message of the 2016 ENIGMMA information campaign
is “Legal Migration — Best Choice”.

Taking into account the results of the previous ENIGMMA
information campaigns implemented in 2014 and 2015, it is
beneficial to implement the main information activities in the
regions rather than in Tbilisi. Therefore, the 2016 ENIGMMA
information campaign will focus on the involvement of the
local government, the civil society and the general public of
the Adjara region of Georgia, however, certain activities will be
applicable to the entire Georgian population.

More about the campaign activities, photo contest conditions
and prizes can be seen on our website at www.enigmma.ge

Diaspora

Planning and implementation of the Georgian High-Profile
Diaspora Engagement Programme has been launched.
The ENIGMMA project organised a study visit on diaspora
engagement to Lithuania in March and is planning to organise
a second visit to Ireland in April 2016. As a result of the study
visits, a detailed workplan for the Georgian Diaspora Awards
ceremony will be developed by the Diaspora Office and SCMI
member state institutions. In May 2016, during the Global
Diaspora Days in Georgia, “Young Ambassadorial” will be
held by the State Minister’s Office for Diaspora Issues with
the support of the ENIGMMA project hosting Georgia’s Young
Ambassadors from around 8 countries.
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Personal Data Protection

The ENIGMMA project team together with the Office of the
Personal Data Protection Inspector has been working on
follow-up to the Baseline Study on PDP in order to implement
its recommendations.

As a result of consultations between ICMPD ENIGMMA, the
PDPI Office and the MRA, a baseline study follow-up activity
was developed to ensure bringing the regulations at the Ministry
in line with the Georgian Law on PDP and with Article 8 of the
EU Data Protection Directive. The follow-up activity includes
provision of international expertise and capacity building support
to the MRA. In this regard, the ENIGMMA project envisages
recruitment of an Austrian expert that is already familiar with
the study recommendations and on the ground situation in
Georgia and national expert(s) on PDP. It is also planned to
recruit another international expert with particular experience
in data protection security and asylum procedures.

Human Rights

As a result of the needs assessment mission held in September
2015 by the ENIGMMA project together with an expert from the
Ludwig Boltzmann Institute for Human Rights (BIM), the project
will continue support to the Migration Department under the
Ministry of the Interior of Georgia and develop the content of
training plans on the legality of detention and removal under
human rights law, according to the gaps potentially identified.
The training plans will be organised in close cooperation with
experts from the Ludwig Boltzmann Institute for Human Rights.

Asylum

In order to establish close working contacts and exchange
experience, internships in EU Member States are planned to
be conducted according to the specific needs of the Georgian
MRA COI Unit researchers. The methodology of the internships
provides that Georgian COIl representatives will continually
work on COI research requests submitted by Georgian asylum
case workers in close cooperation with EU MS experts. Thus,
in March-April the first internship is planned to take place in
Vienna, Austria at ACCORD (the Austrian Red Cross); the COI
Unit, the Austrian Federal Office for Immigration and Asylum
(BFA); ICMPD Headquarters and local Austrian NGOs.

Inline with pastactivities carried outwithinthe ICMPD/ENIGMMA
project for MRA Georgia, it is planned to support the MRA in
the development of capacity strengthening activities regarding
quality management of the asylum decisions according to the
needs of the RSD Unit of the MRA.

Legal Migration

In March-April 2016 ENIGMMA will continue to assist the
Migration and Citizenship Unitofthe Public Service Development
Agency in enhancing the capacities of its staff on issues related
to aliens’ residence rules. Aworkshop on residence permits and
family reunification led by a Polish expert will be held in Thilisi
in early April will be followed by a study visit to Prague in mid-
April hosted by the Ministry of Interior of the Czech Republic on
the same topics, in order to get a practical insight on the rules
and procedures applied by EU colleagues while working on the
issues of residence permits and family reunification.

- Funded by the European Union

Who is Who? The Migration Department of the
Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia

The Migration Department as a structural unit of the Ministry
of Internal Affairs of Georgia was created in 2014 in order to
support the management of immigration flows in line with the
internationally recognised human rights protection standards.
The main objective of the Migration Department’s activities is
to detect and identify aliens residing without legal grounds in
Georgia and to ensure their safe accommodation and dignified
removal procedure in case their legal status in Georgia cannot
be established in any other way. The Department is located
in the same facility as the Temporary Accommodation Centre
(TAC) that can accommodate up to 92 persons, with male and
female foreigners in separate areas; as well as respectively
adapted rooms for persons with disabilities. In addition, the TAC
offers facilities for family accommodation and other facilities,
such as a dining room, a prayer room, a library, a computer
room, a sports facility and a playground for children and another
separate courtyard for migrants’ outdoor activities. Detainees
are provided with medical aid and psychological support. For
further information, please refer to the following link:
http://police.ge/en/ministry/structure-and-offices/migratsia

In accordance with the ENIGMMA project programme and in
compliance with the agreement reached by the management
of the Migration Department and ICMPD, the ENIGMMA
project supports capacity building for the employees of the
Migration Department and the Temporary Accommodation
Centre. The conception and development of training and on-
the-spot support activities (implementation is ongoing) agreed
with the Department is focused on protection of the migrants’
human rights in all procedures related to irregular migration
through applying different methodologies, such as workshops,
on-site support, exchange of practices between experts from
the Georgian state institutions, NGOs and EU Member States,
review and advice on removal decisions and study visits to EU
Member States.

Contact

Ms Violeta Wagner, ICMPD Project Manager,
violeta.wagner@icmpd.org

Mr Zurab Korganashvili, ICMPD National
Manager, zurab.korganashvili@icmpd.org

Project
www.enigmma.ge

www.icmpd.org

6 Marjanishvili str., 1st floor, 0102, Tbilisi, Georgia.
Please send your feedback and comments to Natia

Mechitishvili  at  natia.mechitishvili@icmpd.org  or
enigmma@icmpd.org.
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ENIGMMA photo contest 2016

International Centre for
pond effectively t lenge Migration Policy Development
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The EU-funded ENIGMMA and
MOBILAZE projects invite YOU to

International Summer School
on Migration Research

in Azerbaijan
26 June — 2 July 2016

Deadline for Applications: 4 April 2016

For more information visit our website: www.enigmma.ge
Please send your applications to summer-school@icmpd.org
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